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South Korea's exports hit a new all-time high in September 2026. (1)) According to
the Ministry of Trade, Industry and Energy, the country shipped goods worth
$120.94 billion last month, a surge of 83.5 percent compared with the same month
a year earlier. (2) This figure broke the previous record of $102.25 billion, which
had been set only three months earlier, in June. (3) Imports also climbed in
September, rising 26 percent year on year to reach $71.09 billion, and as a result
Korea posted a trade surplus of $49.85 billion for the month. (@) Officials explained

that __(A)__  demand for semiconductors and other advanced technology

products from overseas buyers was the main driver behind the sharp rise in

exports. Economists note that such rapid growth is unusual and reflects both
booming global demand and a favorable base effect from the relatively weak figures
recorded a year ago. () The ministry plans to release a more detailed breakdown

of the data later this month, including figures broken down by industry and by

region.

F10M



H| 83.5EHM E 555t0] FZt Abd Z[CHX[E 7| S, o] B Aol = gh=r S HE 7 =
=
st

& LE0[et LI X MENX| = 2 =0

CIS 22 MSoz 71E HHsH H2?

@ Semiconductors: The Hidden Risk Behind Korea's Economy
@ Korea's Imports Finally Catch Up with Its Exports

@ Korea's Exports Soar to a Record High in September

@ A Short History of Korea's Monthly Trade Reports

@ Why Trade Surpluses Always Shrink Over Time
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The Ministry of Trade, Industry and Energy, (A) which announced the figures on October 1,
said that exports (B) have risen sharply for three consecutive months. Officials explained
that the surge was mainly driven by semiconductors, (C) that are in high demand around the
world. They added that the ministry (D) is planning to release more detailed data later this
month, a step (E) expected to clarify which industries benefited the most.
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Compared with a year earlier, Korea's exports in September (A) were up by 83.5 percent,
marking the largest monthly figure (B) ever recorded. Imports also increased, (C) making the
trade surplus reach $49.85 billion. Analysts say that if the current trend (D) continues,
annual exports could set another record. They also noted that semiconductors, which (E)
accounts for a large share of the total, remain the key growth driver.
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Such explosive export growth did not happen overnight.

(A) For the past several quarters, chipmakers have been expanding production lines to meet
surging orders from data centers and Al companies worldwide.

(B) As a result, by the time September arrived, shipments were already running far above the
levels of a year ago, setting the stage for a record-breaking month.

(C) Behind the scenes, global demand for memory chips and other semiconductors used in

artificial intelligence servers had been rising steadily since early 2026.
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However, some analysts caution that such a high growth rate is unlikely to be sustained once

last year's low base effect fades.
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Korea's exports hit an all-time high record in September.

% hit CH Al reached/set= 2174. Korea's CH

Al South Korea'sT= &1 &. A0 M|A|= 4| 015 = 374 O] Ab(hit, all-
time, high, record)} 7¢H0] O|A ZHE £=5HH ™MECZ oI™

Cr.

—_

o

iy
a
[>
fin}
10
]
ar
[>
40
lu
A
El
>
0l
o
i
Hl
oo
Pal
]
el
e
opm
0
_>|'_
ro
I
(=)
110

4>
ﬂH)II

S8H2026.10.01) / {L| FH| O] - =

Al
==



