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READING PASSAGE

South Korea's consumer prices rose 2.9 percent in September 2026 compared with
a year earlier, the National Data Agency said on October 2. The figure marked a
return to the 2-percent range after inflation hit 3.1 percent in August, keeping
annual price growth _ _(A)__ the central bank's target range for a second
straight month. (2) The agency said the increase was driven mainly by petroleum
products, which jumped 14.8 percent from a year earlier because of higher global
oil prices. Officials noted that a government price cap on gasoline and diesel
held the rate down by about 0.6 percentage points, meaning that without it,
September inflation would have reached 3.5 percent. Services prices also rose
2.7 percent, becoming the single largest contributor to the headline figure, while
industrial goods such as computers and mobile phones climbed sharply as well.
In contrast, prices for agricultural, livestock and fisheries products fell 0.3 percent,

as a large harvest pushed fresh fruit prices down by more than 11 percent.



HHO

98 AH|XIETH72.9% A4S en, D E0l= M7 2SS0t Y72l 714 YA, ME|A-SHME| &
St sEFAE2l stEfoj2ts E5YE 2010 Uth= Aol 2 MA|o| A LiEo|ct. Lo X| MEX|= 2F
off A& AZEIX| GFRUALE 21 R E X|LEX[A| et Zdo|ct

02

I

& - A=

CHE 22 MS22 7HE HEE A =22

@ Why Korea's Central Bank Cut Interest Rates

@ Fruit Harvests Reshape Korea's Farm Economy

@ September Inflation Eases to 2.9% as Oil Prices Climb
@ A History of Price Controls in Korea

@ Global Oil Markets Face a New Supply Shock
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The National Data Agency said that September's inflation rate, (A) which fell from August's
3.1 percent, still remained within the central bank's comfort zone. It added that petroleum
prices, (B) that rose 14.8 percent, were the single biggest driver of the increase. The agency
also noted that services prices, (C) whose growth reached 2.7 percent, continued to outpace

the overall index. Meanwhile, agricultural and fishery prices, (D) now falling for a second

month, helped offset some of the pressure from energy costs. Officials said the trend, (E) if
it continues, could ease concerns about household budgets.

HE®)

Zof(,) 50| A MBI Ab(petroleum prices)E 25 M= A=

2l 8 2 (B) that® which2 11X 0} 8tC}. (A) which

& EH ol 2ACHHAL XI2[0| = thatE & =
{55 8H EQHFE (C)whose'—
.|

2 fr

services prices2| growthE 7}2|7 | = A7 4 4"—?71|I:H

=H—
now
now falling), (E) if it continues= XA S LIEIL = EAIE ZE 25 o HA A SICH




07 oy - =YX

C} 2l

—

ojo

e

2

S, o

o
A2?

AL

=]
T

Under the report, the number of categories showing price increases (A) is larger than the
number showing declines in September. Petroleum products, together with several
industrial goods, (B) is responsible for much of the rise in the headline figure. Each of the
service categories tracked by the agency (C) shows at least some increase during the month.
The agency, along with outside economists, (D) expects inflation to stay near current levels
through the end of the year. Fresh fruit and vegetables, which make up a small part of the

basket, (E) are the main source of the month's price declines.
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September's price report did not surprise many analysts.

(A) For months, the government had kept a cap on fuel prices to cushion households from
swings in the global oil market.

(B) As a result, most forecasters had already expected the headline rate to stay close to the
central bank's comfort zone even as global oil prices climbed.

(C) At the same time, an unusually large harvest this autumn had been expected to keep fruit

and vegetable prices lower than usual.
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Even with that relief, however, economists warned that any rebound in global oil prices

could quickly erase the cap's effect.
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