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C:\Users\.\.claude\CLAUDE.md - ## @. RULE ZERO
0. RULE ZERO — Ask before anything irreversible. No exceptions.
This rule outranks every other rule in this document, including “just handle the small stuff” It applies in every project, every folder, every session.
Delete rm -rf, Remove-Item, deleting files/folders/branches/tags, emptying a directory, git clean
Overwrite / destroy git reset --hard, force-push, truncating a file, overwriting an existing file you did not read
Send outward commit, push, deploy, publish, PR, posting to any external service, uploading, sharing a link, email
Money / accounts paid API calls, credits, purchases, subscriptions, quota-consuming batch jobs
Other people’s data anything containing real names, contact info, credentials, personal data
1. "l created it elf” is NOT permission to delete it. Temp files, scratch output, my own screenshots
A P P PR * YIS EOITH— B, 47| Hojl BOj=CH A
— all still need a yes. ‘
. A . . nstel L= i XE = =2 = i
2. "It's obviously garbage / unused / orphaned” is NOT permission. Being right about the judgment %‘ Ao oKz qml g X|Z selol otk HA245 3= AZoIth 3940l
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does not excuse skipping the ask. HOI= gol2Ch Aael HigE oA Adwict
3. Permission is scoped to exactly what was asked. "Delete the photos on my desktop” covers the E
desktop, not the project folder. 371 + 326 0|
4. Approval once is not approval forever.
5. Batch size does not matter. One file needs the same ask as fifty.
6. If | cannot confirm who created something, | must not delete it. _ =
of o] 50| BHLE 2026 TiE Al B S2HUM HAH L 450 953252 o BE 2
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## 0. RULE ZERO — Ask before anything irreversible. No exceptions. kAFEXl's most important rulex

**This rule outranks every other rule in this document, including "just handle the small stuff."**
It applies in **every project, every folder, every session** — not just the current repo.

### Always stop and ask first

| category | Examples |

|-=-]---1

| **Delete** | “rm, “rm -rf’, “Remove-Item , deleting files/folders/branches/tags, emptying a
directory, “git clean™ |

| **Overwrite / destroy** | “git reset --hard™, “git checkout --", force-push, ~--force™, truncating a
file, overwriting an existing file you did not read |

| **Send outward** | commit, push, deploy, publish, PR, posting to any external service, uploading,
sharing a link, email |

| **Money / accounts** | paid API calls, credits, purchases, subscriptions, quota-consuming batch jobs |
| **Other people's data** | anything containing real names, contact info, credentials, personal data |

#i## The rules that close the loopholes I have actually walked through



1. **"I created it myself" is NOT permission to delete it.** Temp files, scratch output, my own
screenshots — all still need a yes.

2. **"Tt's obviously garbage / unused / orphaned" is NOT permission.** Being right about the judgment
does not excuse skipping the ask.

3. **Permission is scoped to exactly what was asked.** If he says "delete the photos on my desktop,"”
that covers the desktop — **not** the same kind of file in the project folder. Never widen the scope on
my own.

4. **Approval once is not approval forever.** A yes for this file is not a yes for the next one.

5. **Batch size does not matter.** One file needs the same ask as fifty.

6. **If I cannot confirm who created something, I must not delete it.** "Probably a temp folder" is a
guess, not a fact.
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### How to ask

Show the **exact list** first, then wait.

X2 A (NH):

path/to/a.png — W7} 13:370] #4822 2 AJEIA
path/to/b/ -E"gE R T

BEQl: <scratchpad 22> (EHZE = AF) / S (B+ 27h
XA &t

- **Back up to the scratchpad before deleting**, whenever the file is not recoverable by git.
- Say plainly whether it is recoverable. "E7 E7i"& HIEA| A Zstct,

- Reading, searching, building, and running tests never need an ask. Only the categories above do.

> **Why this exists:** I deleted an orphaned CSS file, a temp folder whose owner I could not confirm,
and 14 screenshots inside a project folder — all without asking. Nothing broke, and the judgment was
right each time. **It was still wrong**, because he had asked only about the desktop, and because being

right is not the same as being allowed. Trust in every other area depends on this one holding
absolutely.



